Keith’s Corner

It has been an amazing first month here at Westwood. I have met with our Sunday School teachers, lead Wednesday night Bible study, met with the deacons for a second time, met with the Education Committee, visited several Sunday School classes, had lunch with our senior adults, and experienced Vacation Bible School. What a great time and first month it has been! You are a warm, caring, enthusiastic people of God, and I thank you for opening your arms and hearts to me and my family. Teresa and the boys feel very at home here.

I want to thank Erin Allard and Rebecca Myron for the awesome job they did coordinating and executing Vacation Bible School this year. They are tremendous servant/leaders and we are very blessed to have them as part of the Westwood family. Also, thank you to the praise team, the cut-up kitchen crew, Michelle and Ben, all the teachers and workers, and the youth who participated by helping out with the many different areas in VBS. Thank you to parents for getting your children here, getting the word out, and for inviting others to come and be a part of Camp E.D.G.E. It was an exciting adventure for me, especially being with the kindergarteners on the last night.
Next, I wanted to make you aware of some needs within our Sunday School ministry. We are in need of two persons who are called to teach a third grade class, one person to help teach and care for our babies in the nursery, and another willing to take on the challenge of teaching 2 and 3 year olds as well. If you feel God is calling you to teach in our children’s ministry, specifically within Sunday School please contact Debbie Dion or myself, and we will find a place where you can use your giftedness to teach and nurture our children here at Westwood.

Last, I wanted to invite you who lead, serve, and work in the body to attend the Training Extravaganza that is sponsored by the Raleigh Baptist Association. The event takes place August 15 at Trinity Baptist Church in Raleigh. It begins at 8:00 am and ends at 12 Noon. There are conferences for everyone who leads/serves in a particular area of ministry in the church. For example, Eddie Hammett will be leading a conference for deacons titled Deacon Ministry that Makes a Difference.

For those serving on the personnel and stewardship committees, there are conferences on church liability issues, background checks, and church staff compensation. Bobbie Furr is leading a conference called There’s No Business Like Church Business. There are mission conferences and evangelism/outreach conferences, and senior adult ministry conferences.
For Bible Study teachers, specifically for children’s ministry, there is Teaching and Guiding Children by Karen Metcalf, and Teaching and Guiding Preschoolers by Melanie Ward. These conferences are designed for veteran teachers who need a refresher, new teachers who need to know some basics, and for those considering teaching in children and preschool Sunday School. Esther Parker will be leading a conference called Using the Bible with Children and Maria Bogue will teach how to Use the Bible in Class with Preschoolers.
I hope you will put this important event on your calendar and plan to attend. It is free of charge and provided by the RBA for your benefit to help you become the best servant/leader you can be in your area of ministry. If you have questions about other conferences, please see me, email or phone me and I can help plug you into a conference that will meet your needs and help you with your ministry. My purpose here at Westwood is to equip you and provide you the resources you need to strengthen your journey with Christ and help you develop and use your gifts and talents here at Westwood. I look forward to hearing from you.
In His Grace,

Keith
