Keith’s Korner

          I’ve been reading Richard Foster’s Life with God recently in order to shore up my own spiritual formation and keep a closer connection to God and my life with him. Foster makes the statement, “Together we are part of holy history, members of a living community. Yes, we may be highly critical of the community, but we are always a part of it.” In 1 Peter 2:9, the apostle writes: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” Foster points out, “Life with God is, by definition, life in community.”


Our Christian faith and life is not a spectator sport. It is participatory where everyone in the community takes part in life with God. “There is no “us” or “them” in the way of Christ. God has called us as a people, God is gathering us as a people, and God is forming us as a people,” Foster writes. We can’t be Christian by ourselves, alone. Becoming Christ-like takes place within the context of our community of faith. I know there are some who see themselves as lone rangers within our community, and to go in that direction is to go a way that Jesus has not called us to go. Wherever he leads, he leads us as a church to go together. It is not wherever he leads, I’ll go, but wherever he leads we will go.


I see God working within our community of faith to lead us to work within and reach out to the community that surrounds us. It’s not easy clearing new paths. It’s hard, dirty, sweaty, tiring work. But if we do it together, as God’s people, the work becomes less strenuous and tiring because we’re sharing the labor. We also share the joy and the fruit of the labor and the blessing by journeying on the path God leads us together.

In His Grace,

Keith
